
Pratip Acharya

Editorial

Juhu	Citizens'	protest	leads	
to	action	by	BEST	-	Route	627

BMC	Budget:	'Pedestrian	
first'

FEBRUARY 2023

BEST has provided a solution to the Juhu residents who 
complained of congestion, traffic jam and difficulty in 

movement of emergency vehicles on Gandhi Gram and other 
narrow lanes as reported in MMJ November 2022 issue.
   The undertaking replaced its existing bigger bus with a Mini 

bus which will occupy less road space and 
also cause no more jams or bottlenecks.
   The bus route 627 will have conductors on 
board so that passengers need not wait for 
ground booking conductors.
   The traffic police have also been directed to 
take action on illegal parking on both sides of 
the road.

   There were two groups, – one which 

opposed the entry of buses on narrow lanes 

and the second group, mainly commuters, 

who wanted operations to continue uninterrupted. The above 

action by BEST will be a win-win situation for both parties.

Clear pavements of illegal 
settlers: Mumbai police chief

MMJ

Activists	pen	postcard	campaign	
to	oppose	RTI	Act	dilution

Municipal Commissioner and state-appointed administrator, Iqbal 
Singh Chahal, during his budget speech, said this year, the BMC will 
carry out a survey of all the roads that have a minimum width of 
nine metres, following which footpaths will be constructed.

h e  B r i h a n m u m b a i TMunicipal Corporation 
(BMC), in its annual civic 
budget for financial year 2023-
2 4 ,  h a s  a n n o u n c e d  a 
'Pedestrian First' policy. In a bid 
to declutter urban spaces and 
provide a  better  walk ing 
e x p e r i e n c e  t o  M u m b a i 
residents, the BMC has stated 
that any road in the city that 
has a minimum width of nine 
metres will have pedestrian-
friendly footpaths.
   Municipal Commissioner and 
state-appointed administrator, 
Iqbal Singh Chahal, during his 
budget speech, said this year, 
the BMC will carry out a survey 
of all the roads that have a 
minimum width of nine metres, 
following which footpaths will 
be constructed. Chahal said 

that the newly-constructed 
footpaths will be made using 
cement and concrete and 
these will have a smooth and 
even surface to match the 
international standards. For 
this proposal, the BMC has 
earmarked a fund of Rs 200 
crore.
   “This is the first time the BMC 
has come up with such a policy 
where footpaths will be a 
compulsory part of the roads. 
T h e  i d e a  i s  t o  p r o v i d e 
Mumbaikars with better civic 
amenities,” he said.
   Ahead of tabling the budget 
this year, Chahal had invited 
suggestions from citizens for 
creating the overall outlay of 
the budget. Chahal said that 
total 965 responses were 
received by      contd. on Page 4 

V. Narayan

he Mumbai police chief has Tinstructed the 93 police 
stations in the city to start 
c l e a r i n g  a r e a s  i n  t h e i r 
ju r i sd ic t ion  o f  pavement 
dwellers .

   Following the police chief's 
instruction, Jogeshwari police 
along with the BMC officials 
ev icted  about  80  to  100 fa m i l i e s  f ro m  t h e  Va g r i 

community l iving on the 
roadside and below the bridge 
near the JVLR junction.
   Deputy commissioner of 
police (Zone X) Maheshwar 
Reddy said there were many 
compla ints  about  these 
dwellers. They had created 
unhygienic conditions in their 
daily chores of washing, 
c l e a n i n g  a n d  a t t e n d i n g 
nature's call in the open.
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Ashutosh M Shukla

Campaigners are sending postcards to the Prime Minister asking 
him to ensure that the DPDPB doesn't override the RTI Act.

Activists  have init iated a 
postcard campaign to oppose 
the dilution of the Right to 
Information (RTI) Act through 
D i g i t a l  P e r s o n a l  D a t a 
Protection Bill (DPDPB), 2022.
   Campaigners are sending 
postcards to the Prime Minister 
asking him to ensure that the 
DPDPB doesn't override the RTI 
Act. They are also looking at 
p e t i t i o n s ,  s o c i a l  m e d i a 
outreach and resolutions 
passed at the gram sabha 
levels. 
   The proposed DPDPB has four 
provisions that have shaken the 
activists and civi l  society 
members. Among them are 
deletion of section 8 (1) (j) of 
the RTI Act that allows personal 
d a t a  t o  b e  g i v e n  f o r 
transparency. Also contentious 
is the sweeping definition of 
'person' in the proposed bill 
that encompasses everything 

f rom a  person,  to  Hindu 
undivided family, company, 
firm, artificial juristic person, 
b o d y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s 
(incorporated or not) and 
institutions.
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Manholes in the city goes smart
MC Engineers have Bdeveloped a device that 

can  send  a le r t s  when 
somebody tries to open a 
manhole.
  The BMC is planning to 
install this system to digitally 
monitor manholes on the 
sewer lines.
   A device in the manhole will 

send alerts to the BMC 
Centres as well as a siren will 
blow to alert passers-by and 
the nearby residents i f 
somebody tries to open it.
   This device not only 
informs about stealing of 
manholes but also send 
alerts if it is about to overflow 
to avoid      contd. on Page 4 
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Rajveer 16

Maharashtra 1st State to pass 
Lokayukta Bill

MMJ

Good Governance Series
Shrikant Soman, MMJ Editorial  Board Member & Ward Coordinator, R/North

Stories of Good Governance - Village Patoda

This is a story of good 
governance at village 

Patoda near Aurangabad 
under the leadership of its 
Sarpanch Bhaskarrao Pere 
Patil. This gentleman is just 
Standard 7 pass. Even that was 
possible because they don't fail 
a student in school (his own 
words). He has been able to 
transform his Patoda village 
from a barren poor water 
starved wasteland to a model 
green and clean village with 
magnificent facilities. This 
needed vision as well as team 

work and an imaginat ive 
solution oriented approach. 
   Today Patoda has first rank 
amongst the 27,000 villages in 
M a h a ra s ht ra .  T h ey  h ave 
separate water supply for hot 
water (4 hours in the morning), 
24 hours regular use water and 
filtered drinking water.  They 
have their own water filtration 
plant. Community solar water 
heater is installed. They have a 
water ATM. Water coolers are 
installed at various locations in 

the village. The flour mill (आटा 

च�ी) gives grinding service 
free throughout the year to all 
tax paying villagers. Waste is 
recycled and composted. Wash 
basins are installed at various 
locations and the wastewater is 
collected and recycled. The 
whole village is under CCTV 
surveillance. The devotees 
visiting the temple in the village 
give donations to the village 
Gram Panchayat instead of to 
the temple.  The monthly 
accounts are published on the 
notice board. Staff is having 
biometric attendance.  There is 
a  co m m u n i t y  k i tc h e n  to 
celebrate events. Marriage 

e v e n t s  a re  o rga n i s e d  a t 
community level. Birthday of 
every villager is celebrated. 
Two trees are planted at each 
function. There is a toilet in 
each house. They have solar 
lamps on the streets. Biogas is 
generated. There is a nice 
garden at the crematorium 
with benches for senior citizens 
to sit. There are a lot more 
developments in the village. 
They have won numerous 
awards. 
   The important point is: If a 
semi- l i terate  person can 
transform the whole village of 
just 3,500 residents with 
visionary leadership and team 
work in an odd place on the 
map, why can't we replicate 
this model in other villages? 
One thing is established. It can 
be done, even without any 
formal education or modern 
facilities. It is a challenge for us 
educated city folks to find out 
as to why there are not many 
o t h e r  s h i n i n g  e x a m p l e s 
around? It is NOT the question 
of resources. What we need is a 
h o m e  g r o w n  v i s i o n a r y 
leadership with honesty and 
passion which is rooted to the 
land.  E laborate laws and 
complicated systems with IAS 
Babus won't necessarily ensure 
this. MMJ

Gram Sansad

aharashtra assembly in Mt h e  w inter  s es s io n 
passed the Lokayukta Bill 2022, 
which brings the chief minister 
and council of ministers under 
t h e  a m b i t  o f  t h e  a n t i -
corruption ombudsman.
   Deputy Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis termed the 
bill a historic legislation, adding 
Maharashtra is the first state to 
have such a law.
   As per the bill, prior approval 
of the Assembly has to be 
obtained and the motion has to 
b e  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  t h e 
immediate session of the 
House before initiating any 
inquiry  against  the chief 
minister.
   Such motion shall be passed 
by not less than two-thirds of 
the total members of the 
assembly, states the bill, which 
was tabled in the House.
   The draft bill also held that 
the Lokayukta shall not inquire 
into any matter involving any 
allegation of corruption against 
the chief minister if it relates to 
internal security or public order 
in the state. "…any such inquiry 
shall be held in-camera and if 
the Lokayukta comes to the 
conclusion that the complaint 
deserves to be dismissed, the 
records of the inquiry shall not 
be published or made available 

to anyone," it states.
   On the appointment of the 
ombudsman, the draft law 
states the Lokayukta shall 
consist of a chairperson who is 
or has been the Chief Justice of 
the High Court, a judge of the 
Supreme Court, or a judge of 
the  Bombay  H igh  Court .  
"...such number of members, 
not exceeding four out of 
whom, two shall be judicial 
members," it said.
   The selection committee for 
the appointment of members 
and the chairperson wi l l 
comprise the chief minister, 
deputy chief minister, speaker 
of the Legislative Assembly, 
chairperson of the Legislative 
C o u n c i l ,  t h e  L e a d e rs  o f 
Opposition in the Assembly 
and Council and the chief 
justice of the Bombay High 
Court or a judge nominated by 
the CJ.
   "No appointment of the 
chairperson or a member shall 
be invalid merely by reason of 
any vacancy in the selection 
committee," the draft bill said.
   This draft Bill was shown to 
the social activist, Anna Hazare 
who in 2018 sat on hunger 
strike at the Ramleela ground 
in New Delhi, for the Lokayukta 
Bill and was satisfied that it 
incorporated all that he had 
fought.
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Blue	Grotto	Society	celebrated	
74th		REPUBLIC	DAY 

Willie Shirsat, AGNI’s R/North Ward Coordinator 

or the last several years this FSafai Agent Ranjana Chavan 
is working for our Society  
sat i s factory,  regu lar  and 
punctual.  Her public relations 
has  a lso  been extremely 
cordial. More creditable is her 
collection of segregated wet 
and dry Garbage separately for 
years. Her smile is her great 
asset.
   M a n a g i n g  C o m m i tte e 
nominated her to unfurl the 
flag. She received, warm and 
tumultuous applause, as she 
unfurled the flag.

   Society appreciated that  this 
U N S U N G  H E R O  R a n j a n a 
Chavan deserved this honour 
for loyal and dedication work 
for period of years.

Wadala	West	
Citizens’	Forum

Office
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Technology	in	Ayushman	Bharat	
Health	Account	(ABHA)	–	Digital	
Health	ID

G N I  i s  a  m o v e m e n t Am a n a g e d  a n d  r u n  b y 
volunteers.  Being a voluntary 
movement, AGNI needs the 
support and contribution of 
every citizen to continue its 
work. Citizens are invited to 
contribute their indispensable 
ideas, time, effort and financial 
support. Send Cheque / DD in 
favour of "AGNI" to any of our 
Ward Coordinators as listed on 
Page 4 or to AGNI Office: Chadha 

An appeal for donations
Bldg, 1st Floor, Plot No. 95, 
Wadala (West), Mumbai 400 031
Bank Details for donations 
transferred electronically:
Account Name: AGNI,     
SB A/c No.: 000710210000005
Bank of India,  Breach Candy 
Branch,  Mumbai 400 026.
NEFT / IFSC: BKID0000007
   AGNI is a Charitable Trust. 
Donations are el ig ible  for 
exemption under 80G of the 
Income Tax Act.

MMJ

h e  Ay u s h m a n  B h a ra t THealth Account (ABHA) is a 
d i g i t a l  h e a l t h  I D  c a r d 
introduced by Government of 
India. The flagship Ayushman 
Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) 
envisages a comprehensive 
digital health ecosystem for the 
country. More than four crore 
digital health records have 
been linked to ABHA accounts 
of individuals. Additionally, 
more than 29 crore citizens 
have generated their unique 
Ayushman Bharat  Health 
Accounts (ABHA).

Benefits of ABHA
l All medical information, 
including tests, diagnosis, 
medication prescriptions, and 
more are made available on a 
single online secure digital 
platform.
l   Medical records can be 
easily shared with hospitals, 
clinics, doctors, etc.
l Access to the healthcare 
professional registry (HPR), 
which is a directory of all 
physicians
 l  Access to the health facility 
registry (HFR), a directory of all 
Indian public and private 
medical facilities
 l In addition to allopathy, 
AYUSH treatment institutions 
also accept this card. Ayurveda, 
Yoga, naturopathy, unani, siddh 
and homeopathy are among 
the treatments available.

Registering/applying for 
ABHA health ID card on line

There are primarily two ways to 
register for ABHA health ID 
card.

Through Aadhar
   If your Aadhar is linked to your 
cell phone number, you can use 
it to sign up for an ABHA health 
ID.
   For OTP authentication, this is 
necessary. If  your mobile 
number and Aadhar are not 
linked, you can get help from an 
ABD participating institution.

Through driving licence
If you have your driving 
licence, the ABDM portal will 
p r o v i d e  y o u  w i t h  a n 

enrolment number.
   Then you have your 
identity validated, you must 
take your driving licence to a 
n e a r b y  A B D M  p a r t n e r 
facility. Your ABHA health ID 
will be generated after that is 
done.
ABHA health id card can 
be availed on line through 
httpps://healthid.ndhm.go
vt.in (official portal)
ABHA mobile application
O t h e r  t h i r d - p a r t y 
applications
Generating ABHA number
l Open the ABHA mobile 
app or go to the official 
NDHM website
l Select the 'go to create my 
ABHA number tab' 
l Enter your PAN, Aadhar or 
driving licence number
l An OTP that must be 
entered will be issued to the 
relevant registered mobile 
number
l Subsequently, you will be 
prompted to input your 
mobile number and will get 
an OTP to confirm it on your 
phone
l After the National Health 
Authority verifies your mobile 
number, a form page will 
load, you will have to fill out 
your name, age, gender, 
email address and other 
personal information
l You can download your 
ABHA id after submitting 
your replies. You can log in 
and use all the services 
provided by ABHA using 
those credentials.

PTA Meeting of Community School for 
Underprivileged Children run by ICWWA - 
AGNI JAAG R North

Shrikant Soman, MMJ Editorial  Board
 Member & Ward Coordinator, R/North
with inputs from Ms. Helen Pinto

 Parent Teacher Meeting Awas organised for the 
children of the Community 
Center. It was attended by  
majority of the mothers. 
   The session was interactive 
and the President Ms. Yvonne 
brought about awareness on 
the importance of empowering 
women in all walks of life. She 
also stressed on the signi-
ficance of cultivating a positive 
mindset and reminding our-
selves that we are equals , as 
women we must not shy away 
from anything. 
   M r  S h r i k a n t  S o m a n 
Coordinator AGNI R North in his 
address emphasized the need 
of mothers of these students to 
become 'atmanirbhar' 'self 
reliant' and learn life sustaining 
skills with the assistance of 
ICWWA. 
   We were very happy to have 
amongst us the members of 
Chahat Foundation. On hearing 
about us, they extended their 
support to our cause and very 
kindly distributed hampers for 
t h e  g i r l s .  T h e  h a m p e r s 
contained toiletries and items 
for personal hygiene serving as 
a reminder on the importance 
o f  m a i nta i n i n g  p e rs o n a l 
grooming. The leader of the 
Chahat Foundation expressed 
her happiness on meeting us 
and our children and gave a talk 
on motivating the children to 

remain focused on their goals 
and strive their best at all 
times. 
   The children were glad to be a 
part of the evening and spoke 
of their on goals for their 
future.

R/North	Senior	
Citizens	meet	
Police	Officers

Senior Citizens of IC Colony 
and Kandarpada Borivali 

Dahisar area had a meeting 

with the senior police officers 
of MHB Police Station. Mr 
Sudhir Kudalkar, Sr Police 

Inspector along with his team 
participated. The issues related 
to the senior citizens were 

discussed at this meeting. Ms 
Yvonne D'Souza, President of 
ICWWA - AGNI JAAG R North 
presided over this meeting. 

MMJ

Bimal Buta, Social Activist from Vile Parle
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hawking zones. But then the 
hawker demanded represen-
tation in the committee 
which is in progress. Apart 
from marking hawking zones, 
this committee will also mark 
spaces between buildings to 
ensure easy access. “Shops 
(owners) pay tax but they 
don't have access. They will 
take that into account,” said 
Kamdar.
   The counsel further said 
there was one more issue in 
marking the hawkers' zones 
as it would reduce the space 
on footpaths. “We have a 
footpaths policy which says 
footpaths are meant for 
people. But it is a hawker's 
zone problem we are facing,” 
he said.
   To this, justice Gautam Patel 
said that the corporation 
can't have a standardised 
p o l i c y  f o r  a l l .  “ S o m e 
footpaths are widened and 
have space for both (hawkers 
and pedestrians),” he said. 
The court even asked the 
corporation to keep an eye on 
those shops that have illegal 
extensions on footpaths.
   While discussing access to 
footpaths, Kamdar said they 
will have ramps to make it 
disabled-friendly. However, 
the division bench of justices 
Patel and Neela Gokhale 
quickly pointed out that this 
would create a problem of 
vehicles driving and parking 
on footpaths.
   The court has asked the 
BMC to file a detailed affidavit 
on the problems identified 
and on what is the priority of 
the authority by March 1 MMJ

Find	solution	for	encroachment-free	
footpaths,	says	Bombay	High	Court

MMJ

contd. from Page 1     his office, 
out of which a significant 
number of people demanded 
footpaths with even surfaces in 
Mumbai. 
   Currently, there is no concrete 
policy available to prevent 
hawkers and vendors from 
encroaching on footpaths. 
Chahal said the BMC is working 
towards setting up a Vendor 
Committee, and after the 
c o m m i t t e e  i s  fo r m e d ,  a 
concrete policy for hawkers will 
also be drafted by end of this 
year. “After the hawker's policy 
comes into action, we will allot 
h a w k i n g  p i t c h e s  a n d 
designated zones to hawkers to 
p r e v e n t  t h e m  f r o m 
encroaching,” he said.

contd. from Page 1        the 
spreading of sewage water 
on the roads.
   This is in response to a 
High Court judge who said 
BMC will be responsible for 
any untoward incident for 
p e d e s t r i a n  s a f e t y.  H e 
suggested that the civic body 
use technology and come up 
with a permanent solution to 
the chronic problem.

Manholes	in	the	city	

goes	smart

BMC	Budget:	
'Pedestrian	
first’

MMJ

Technology has become a 
powerful tool in the legal 

system, improving efficiency, 

accessibility, and accuracy in 
administration of justice, Says 
Chief Justice of India, Dr. D. Y. 
C h a n d r a c h u d ,  w h i l e 
i n a u g u r a t i n g  O n - l i n e  e -
Inspection Software of High 
Court of Delhi.
   CJI said, the success of any 
init iative and innovation, 
whether in law or technology, 
depends on the ability to 
collaborate with stakeholders 
a n d  i n c o r p o ra t e  c r i t i c a l 
feedback from those who will 
be using it. The Supreme Court 
had recently organised a pilot 
hackathon to explore practical 
propositions for bringing in 
eff ic iency in the exist ing 
processes  in  the judic ia l 
system.

Technology	
to	improve	
justice	
delivery

MMJ

In November 2017, the High Court had passed a detailed order in 
a hawkers' union matter which called for demarcating hawking 
and non-hawking zones, It prohibited hawking within 100 m from 
any place of worship, holy shrine, educational institutions, and 
hospitals or within 150 m from any municipal or other markets or 
from any railway station.

he Bombay High Court has Tasked the BMC to “sys-
tematically” find solutions to 
the identified problems to 
provide footpaths that are 
encroachment-free and have 
ample space for the movement 
o f  p e d e s t r i a n s  a n d  t h e 
disabled. The court had taken 
suo moto cognisance of the 
hawker menace in the city 
while hearing a petition by 
mobile shop owners in Borivali 
who claimed access to their 
shop was blocked by illegal 
hawkers in Nov 2022.
   During the hearing, BMC 
counsel SU Kamdar informed 
t h e  c o u r t  t h e y  a r e 
implementing earlier HC orders 
on hawkers, including the 
demarcation of hawking zones. 
He added, however, that there 
were “some issues”.

Hawkers demand 
representation

   T h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  h a d 
constituted a vendor's commit-
tee which was to demarcate 
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