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Bengaluru-Mumbai train travel time to
reduce by 6 hours

A new superfast train connecting Bengaluruand Mumbai is
set to be introduced soon, a project championed by MP
Tejasvi Surya. The Union Minister of Railways, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, announced the approval for the new service, which
aims to significantly reduce the 30-hour journey time of the
existing Udyan Express to under 18 hours. The approval and
timetable are expected to be made public very soon.

Project status: The proposal has been approved by the
Ministry of Railways.

Key figures: Bangalore South MP Tejasvi Surya has been a
strong advocate for the project, and Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has confirmed the approval and stated it will be
implemented soon.

Travel time: The new superfast train is expected to cut down
the journey time from over 20 hours to approximately 18
hours.

Current service: Currently, the Udyan Express is the only
direct train, taking about 23 hours and 35 minutes to complete
the~1,136 kmjourney.

Reason for approval: The new service is being introduced due
to a 30-year-old demand from citizens and to provide a more
affordable and convenient travel option between the two

major economic hubs.

Timeline: An official announ-cement and timetable are
expected to be released soon.

CoRWA website launched

Union Energy Minister
Hon’ble Shri Shripad
Yasho Nayak launched RWA
National Website.

CoRWA National President,
Vir Chakra recipient Colonel
Tejendra Pal Tyagi, who led the
delegation to the Minister,
said, "we have developed a
website to bring all RWAs
across the country together on
one platform."

CoRWA National Secretary
General Shri B.T. Srinivasan,
who came from Hyderabad,
explained that CoRWA's
website is dynamic and has
incorporated features that
allow all RWAs across the
country to connect and submit
their suggestions, problems,
and feedback. This website
provides access to various

departments and officials at
the central and state levels.
The website is named:
corwa.in
Hon'ble Shri Shripad Yasho
Nayak formally inaugurated
the website created by
CoRWA, which will serve all
RWAs at the national level,
and stated that he is confident
that this website will bring the
representation of RWAs at the
grassroots level to the
attention of the government.
The delegationincluded Mr.
Ranjit Nair,Contd on Page 2

Car-Free Day on the first
Sunday of every month,
Municipal services should be
improved to make India
developed by 2047 -12th NCRWA

The Confederation of
RWAs (CORWA)
organized its 12th National
Conference of RWAs at Delhi
on 22" November. Previous
conferences have been held
in Visakhapatnam,
Trivandrum, Mumbai,
Chennai, Bangalore,
Hyderabad, Ghaziabad, etc.
Honourable Shri Shripad

India was to inaugurate the
conference but he was

hospitalised the previous night.
However he sent the Principal
' Secretary of his
! Ministry Shri
Agam Mittal with
his message to
the Conference.
The Chief Guest
of the event,
Honorable Shri
Vijay Goel
Minister of State for Parliament
Affairs, Contd. on Page 2

'Upcoming Aadhaar app to facilitate
paperless identity sharing: UIDAI &3 pr

Naik, State Minister for
Power and Energy, Govt of

The new Aadhaar app sharing,
under works will option to
facilitate paperless identity verify and
sharing and option to verify share
and share complete or complete

selective information linked 0 r
to the unique identity, an selective
official statement said. Aadhaar
The Unique Identification information, Aadhaar
Authority of India (UIDAI) has updates,” the statement said.
conducted an informative The new app aims to
webinar on '"Offline  encourage offline digital
Verification using the  verification of Aadhaar holders
Aadhaar App' ahead of the  and discourage use of physical
formal launch of the new  and photocopies of Aadhaar
Aadhaar app which was card.
attended by over 250 entities The Aadhaar Act allows
and individuals from various  offline verification of Aadhaar
sectors, the statement said. holders but bars collection,
Advertisement use, or storage of an Aadhaar
“Upcoming Aadhaar app to number or biometric
facilitate paperless identity  information Contd on Page 2
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12th National Conferance of RWAs

Contd. From Page 1
Government of India, praised
CoRWA 's efforts and stated
that decentralization is
needed in the country. He said
that RWA representatives

—

/

should be given special
preference because they are
educated, experienced, senior,
and generally perform social
work. Most importantly, they
work without any salary or
benefits. He added that the
RWA, which he represents,
raised the issue of dogs, and
the Supreme Court took suo
motu cognizance of it.

CoRWA 's National President,
Vir Chakra recipient Col.
Tejendra Pal Tyagi, said, "We
talk about developing India by
2047, but is this possible
without better municipal

services? Has the Municipal
Corporation, as per rules,
replaced dumping grounds
with sanitary landfills, which
ought to have been completed
by 2019? Does the Municipal
Corporation have annual
maintenance contracts under
which it can form quick
reaction teams (QRT) to
immediately fill potholes,
unclog sewage blockages, and
repair streetlights?"

CoRWA National Secretary
General Mr. B.T. Srinivasan
gave an account of tyearlong
activities of CoRWA and
brought out that the way very
many important Federations
and Associations have been
included in CoRWA, it can
easily be taken as Civil Society

of India.

Shri Nagarjunan, Maj Shiva
Karan, Shri Durgaprasad, Shri
Govindrajan stated in their
own words that India's air
pollution safe limit is three
times more polluted than in
the United States. VOC
(Volatile Organic Compound)
is not included in air pollution
measurements. This means
that the AQl we are being told
is actually 10 times higher. We
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will need to take short-term
and long-term measures to
address this issue. The
government should at least
issue an advisory to make the
first Sunday of the next three
months car-free.

CoRWA -UP President Dr.
Pawan Kaushik, CORWA Delhi
State Vice President Mr.

Saurabh Gandhi, Mrs.
th

BB~ on Ranju Minhas, Mrs.

of Resl

W Urvashi Walia, and Mr.
| Rajiv Jolly Khosla
.- expressed that if the
administration held
| regular meetings with
RWA representatives,
half the problems
could be solved, as
transferred officers lack the
local knowledge that the
resident RWA
representatives possess.
CoRWA -UP General
Secretary Mr. Jai Dixit,
Kailash Chandra Sharma,
Dr. Madhu Singh and Dr.
RK Arya said that the
authorities must be
accountable to civil society
otherwise the situation could
worsen as we are seeing in
other countries (Nepal,
Bangladesh, Philippines, Peru,
Madagascar, Mexico etc.).
Guests at the eventincluded
Mr. Rajan Chhibber, Advisor to
the Government of Andhra
Pradesh, Hon'ble MLA, Delhi
Government, Hon'ble Ashok

Goel, Member of the Jammu
and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly, Hon'ble Balwant
Singh Mankotia, Chairman,
Environment Management
Services Committee,
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi, Mr. Sandeep Kapoor
said that bringing RWAs on
one platformis a very difficult
task. It is heartening to know
that CoRWA has completed
more than half of this task in
thelast 12 years.

A total of about 400
distinguished delegates
participated in the event
including Mr. Ajit Kumar &
M.K. Beeran from Kerala,
Neel Kannan & Nagarjunan
from Tamil Nadu, Durga
Prasad & Anil Kumar from
Andhra Pradesh, Mrs.
Vasumathi & Prasanna Kumar
from Karnataka, Ramesh
Prabhu & Nitin Gadewar from
Maharashtra, Anil Tripathi
from Rajasthan, Major Shiva
karan & K.H.S. Sarma from
Telangana and Balbir Singh
Randhawa, Rama Rani Rathi,
Vijay Bhati, Tarun Chauhan,
M.L. Verma,Prem Shankar
Singh and many others from
National Capital Region.

Seven individuals who did
exceptional work were
honoured in the event: Sri V.
Venkateswara Rao (Andhra
Pradesh), Chitlapakkam
Rising (Chennai), R. Anil

Kumar (Kerala), Subhash
Chand Sharma (Uttar
Pradesh), Verhaen Khanna
(Delhi), Dr. K.S.R. Murthy &
Dr.R.K. Arya.

Dr RP Sharma conducted
the event assisted by Smt
Anju Sharma, Anuranjana
Tyagi, Manju Ghai, Monica
Goel, Sandhya Tyagi,
Chandan Singh, Ganesh Dutt
and many others. MM

Aadhaar app to
facilitate paperless

Contd from Page 1 of any
individual for any purpose.

UIDAI CEO Bhuvnesh Kumar
during the webinar said that
the new Aadhaar app and
related technology will
promote offline verification,
build a strong ecosystem
around it and spread
awareness about the features,
benefits, and potential of
offline Aadhaar verification
through the forthcoming
Aadhaar app.

Kumar mentioned that offline
verification would offer both
users and entities a secure,
convenient and privacy-
protecting method for identity
verification and discourage
sharing and reliance on
physical or photocopy of
Aadhaar which otherwise is a
possible reason for potential
fraudulent practices.

“UIDAl authorities underlined
multiple benefits for Aadhaar
Number Holders like having
Aadhaar details of up to five
family members in the App; full
control over what data of
Aadhaar is shared; flexibility to
disclose complete or selective
Aadhaar information, one-click
biometric lock or unlock for
enhanced security and
features like hassle-free mobile
number and address update
options,” the statement said.

MMJ

FORGOTTEN MONEY IN YOUR
OLD BANK ACCOUNTS?

Check unclaimed deposits:
https://udgam.rbi.org.in  [YI¥¥

Bengaluru-Mumbai
train

Contd from Page 1 Dr. Pawan
Kaushik, Mr. Jai Dixit, Mrs.
Ranju Minhas, Mrs. Urvashi
Walia, Gaurav Senani Gyan
Singh, Gaurav Senani Chandan
Singh, Gaurav Senani Ganesh
Dutt, and Mr. Subhash Chand
Sharma. MMJ
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BMCrevives Clean-Up Marshal Scheme; 246
Junior Supervisors to patrol and fine
litteringunder 'Road Adoptlon Initiative'

ﬁfjl Shefali Parab-Pandit

Seven months after
scrapping the Clean-Up
Marshals scheme, the BMC
has decided to revive the
initiative — this time by
appointing its own junior
supervisors as marshals to
enforce road cleanliness.
Under the Road Adoption
initiative, 246 junior
supervisors will patrol streets,
monitor cleanliness, and fine
those who litter.

Past Controversies and

Suspension of Scheme

The Cleanup Marshal
Scheme, introduced in 2007,
has faced multiple
suspensions and revisions over
the years due to recurring
grievances from citizens.
Complaints primarily arose
from the conduct of the
marshals, prompting
authorities to put the scheme
on hold several times.

Most recently, the program
was not renewed in April 2025
after the completion of a one-
year contract. Attempts by the
BMC to establish its own
Nuisance Detection Squad also
faltered, as several key
positions remain vacant,
leaving the initiative currently
inastate of limbo.

BMC to Use Its Own Staff for

Enforcement

The BMC has now decided to
appoint its own officials to act
as marshals, aiming to
permanently resolve the issue
and ensure the cleanliness of
city roads. To support this
effort, the civic body recently
launched the 'Road Adoption
Initiative,' designed to
promote sustainable
maintenance and regular
cleaning across Mumbai.

Under this program, more
than 730 roads have been
assigned to 246 Junior
Supervisors, with each
supervisor responsible for the

upkeep of at least three major
roads. The initiative seeks to
maintain consistent
cleanliness, ensure timely
repairs, and enhance overall
road quality and safety
throughout the city.

Stricter Penalties and

Revised Bye-Laws

"The Solid Waste
Management (SWM) bye-
laws have been revised to
include steeper fines and
stricter penalties. The 246
Junior Supervisors will soon
be officially empowered to
enforce these rules. These
supervisors will be
responsible for the removal of
litter, construction debris, and
other waste,” said a senior
official from the SWM
department.

The supervisors will also be
assigned to maintain dividers,
medians, footpaths, and
service lanes, which will be
regularly cleaned, washed,
and maintained, with periodic
water spraying to control
dust. Special attention will be
given to murals, artwork, and
walls under flyovers and at
busy intersections to preserve
their appearance and ensure

cleanliness.
MMJ

Over 600 Citizens
Railway Station

Over 600 citizens took
part in a clean up drive
at Borivali on Sunday. The
programme, in association
with Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation,
Rotary Club, Borivali, Borivali
Advocates Bar Association,
Mumbai March, Bharat Desh
Pratham, Tulu Sangha Borivali

BMC To Upgrade 16.5 Km Footpaths
Under Universal Footpath Policy Pilot As
Part Of ¥100-Crore 'Pedestrlan Flrst'

ﬁfjl Shefali Parab-Pandit

U nder a pilot plan, the BMC will
upgrade 16.5 km of footpaths

across 14 high-footfall locations to
make them pedestrian-friendly,
following the Universal Footpath
Policy. Of these, 6.40 km are in four
Island City sites, 5.96 km across five
locations in the eastern suburbs,
and 4.19 km across five sites in the
western suburbs.
Walkways to Be Wider, Smoother
and Obstruction-Free
Footpaths are set for an upgrade
under the Universal Footpath
Policy, which mandates smooth,
wide, and obstruction-free
walkways. Pedestrian zones must
have a minimum width of 1.5 m
and a vertical clearance of 2.2 m,
with a reduction to 1.2 m allowed
only in tight spots or around
obstacles. Mumbai has roughly
4,000 km of footpaths.
Tactile Paths, Safe Tree Zones and
Seatingto Be Added

“The footpaths will be
transformed into accessible,
encroachment-free models.
Upgrades will include tactile paths
for differently-abled users, safe

surroundings around trees, and
seating in select locations. These
stretches are being developed as
benchmark models that can be

replicated citywide,” said a BMC

official.

Part of Rs 100-Crore 'Pedestrian
First' Initiative
The pilot project is part of the BMC's
“Pedestrian First” initiative,
announced in this year's budget with
an allocation of Rs. 100 crore. In July,
the Bombay High Court had
reprimanded authorities over illegal
parking and footpath encroachments.
Originally launched in 2016, the policy
calls for removing encroachments and
setting standards for design, furniture
zones and overhanging obstructions.

Maharashtra Govt Directs Civic Bodies
To Allocate 1% Of Budget For Road

Safety & AwarenessPlan

The Maharashtra government
on Monday directed all
municipal corporations, including
the Mumbai civic body, to earmark
at least one per cent of their annual
budget for road safety and public
awareness initiatives, in line with
the Supreme Court directions on
pedestrian safety.

This move follows the top court's
orders in a public interest litigation
filed by S Rajasekaran regarding

ﬁfjl PTI

pedestrian safety and traffic
discipline, according to a
Government Resolution (GR) issued
by the Urban Development
Department.

Interestingly, the order comes
ahead of the elections to civic bodies
in Maharashtra, likely to be held in
January 2026.

The order mandates that every civic
body must open a separate budgetary
head for this purpose Contd on Page 4

@' FPJ NS

and its youth wing, Yuva Tulu,
Borivali, apart from other
community groups was held
between 8.00am and
10.00am. Volunteers,
equipped with gloves,
garbage bags and hoardings,
cleaned a large section of the
road outside Borivali railway
station.. The clean up was

Join Borivali Clean-Up Drlve Out31de

followed with refreshments.
The event commenced with a

flag off by Tulu Sangha Borivali

president Harish Maindan,

Praful Tambe, assistant
commissioner Contd on Page 4
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Road Safety

Contd from Page 3 and utilise the
funds exclusively for road and
pedestrian safety-related measures.

The GR sets out 14 specific
directives for all urban local bodies.
Among the key measures is a
provision for the installation of
tactile paving at major public
transport hubs, including bus stands,
metro and railway stations, to ensure
better accessibility for the visually
impaired.

Civic bodies are required to
coordinate with the traffic
department to improve pedestrian
access and provide "seamless entry,
waiting areas, and tactile routes."
Municipal corporations have also
been instructed to conduct
comprehensive footpath audits
every six months through registered
auditing agencies, prioritising busy
areas such as markets, schools,
colleges, transport terminals, and
tourist spots, the GR stated.

The audit report, along with a time-
bound plan for repairs, must be
submitted to the Urban
Development Department.

The government also directed all
the civic bodies to remove
encroachments from footpaths and
pedestrian corridors, maintain
proper lighting, cleanliness, and
CCTV surveillance on pedestrian
bridges and subways, and ensure
that zebra crossings comply with IRC
and Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs (MoHUA) guidelines.

Each municipal corporation will
also set up a dedicated 'Accessibility
and Pedestrian Cell' to oversee
planning, implementation,
maintenance, and grievance
redressal. Accident-prone areas
must be identified in coordination

Bandra East skywalktoopenbyDecember-end

ﬁfjl Desashri Bhujbal

The skywalk at Bandra East,
near the railway station,
connecting to MHADA office and
Bandra Kurla complex, will be
ready for public use by
December end, the BMC, bridges
department said. The BMC has
expedite the work after the
Bombay High court slammed the
BMC during a hearing in August
for not meeting it's deadline,
calling it 'municipal lethargy'.

with the police, and safety
personnel deployed where
necessary, the order said.

The GR additionally asked civic
bodies to ensure that at least 20 per
cent of city roads are surveyed
annually to assess the need for new
pedestrian crossings, while non-
motorised transport (NMT) such as
cycling and walking must be
promoted through proper
regulations under the Motor
Vehicles Act.

All municipal corporations have
also been asked to establish an
online grievance portal for
complaints regarding
encroachments, damaged
pavements, or pedestrian facilities,
with mandatory resolution within
15days.

The resolution also asked civic

bodies to strictly follow the

Supreme Court's directives.

Work Progress And Challenges

"The work was moving at slow
pace as there are many utilities
underneath. We are carrying
out work only at night, when
thereis no traffic. Almost 80% of
the work is completed and the
skyway will be ready for public
use before December 31,"
BMC's chief engineer (Bridges)
Uttam Shotre said.

Court Monitoring Progress

The last hearing was held in
August and next hearing is
expected in December. The HCis
hearing the 2023 petition filed
by a Bandra East, senior citizen,
KP Purushothaman Nair, who
had raised concerns over non-
availability of the vital link for
the pedestrians.

High Court's Strong
Observations

The HC had observed that
despite repeated assurances,
the BMC had failed to construct
the skywalk. "It pains us to see
the life of commuters being
risked and inconvenienced on
account of such municipal
lethargy.

The commuters are required
to walk not only in filthy
surroundings but in chaotic and
tumultuous conditions in the
absence of a safe pavement
and, more so, inthe absenceofa

To volunteer

in AGNI
Advanced Locality Management (ALM)
contact yourrespective Ward

or to form
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foot overbridge,” the court had
said.
Project History And Missed
Deadlines

An early footover bridge
connecting Bandra East to BKC
was demolished in 2021 and BMC
had planned to rebuild it. In April
2023, BMC said that the rendering
was in process and the skyway will
be readyinless 15 months.

In October 2024, the court
recorded that although the BMC
promised to complete the project
by June 2024, the work had only
started only in March, 2023.

Clean-Up Marshal

Contd from Page 3 ofR Central
ward, and other dignitaries. Maindan
said that everyone has a duty towards
building a vibrant city and clean
nation. “Keeping the surrounding is
an expectation of civilization," said
Maindan who thanked the support
extended by the municipal
corporation, particularly Sandeep
Mhalunkar, assistant engineer and
other NGOs for taking part in the
cause.

Tambe said, “Itis our duty to build a
clean city and thereby contribute to
the environment and preserve the
universe for the next generation. We
at the municipal corporation
appreciate the efforts by Tulu Sangha
Borivali to create an awareness
amongst the general public and said
that more such frequent efforts are
needed of the day to keep the city
cleanand living friendly.”

The event was attended by Avinash
Thawani of Mark 10; Vijaya Babariya
of Smartads; Dilip Patel of Bharat
Desh Pratham; Kamlesh Pipaliya of
Rotary Club; celebrity athlete and
coach Melwyn Crasto; K M Giri,
president, Borivali Advocates Bar
Association; representatives of Union
Bank of India, students and teachers
of schools and colleges such as Mary
Immaculate Junior College; St Francis
institute of Research and
Management; St Francis Junior
College; BMC Kannada Medium
School, Borivali; Sahayog Mahila
Mandal, and SGNP runners.
Participants were honoured with
mementos, including T shirts.
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